[AS Eddington: Prokrustes and the fisherman--the ambiguous meaning of the word significance in biological and medical research].
Statistical significance and biological/medical significance are not equivalent and should be distinguished from one another. Pertinent data gleaned from the world literature have been analyzed and appraised. A semi-schematic display of the available data facilitates an overview of the relevant statistical quantities. The significance level of experimental findings should be gauged in accordance with the clinical requirements.